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ABSTRACT 


The Drumheller Valley School Division No. 62 is situated in an 
area that has a number of economic, educational, and social problems. 
The Division feels that special consideration should be given to those 
areas in the province which are disadvantaged, Various suggestions of 
the form this special consideration should take are given in the Brief. 
The Brief also contains the Division's ideas on the upgrading 
of teachers, revision of educational boundaries, residence facilities 
for High School students, grade split for Junior and Senior High Schools, 


and the revision of the school year. 
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CHAPTER I 
THE DRUMHELLER AREA 
Introduction 


Many of the briefs that will be submitted to the Commission 
will no doubt dwell on the total picture for education in the 70's 
in Alberta. While this brief will deal to a certain extent with the 
total education picture, it will primarily concern itself with the 
educational picture in what can be termed an underprivileged area with- 
in the Province. It is the opinion of the School Division that educa- 
tionists in the 70's must be concerned with those areas that have spe- 
cific problems in both the education and the social and economic areas. 
While the majority of people in Alberta may be considered to be afflu- 
ent, there are a percentage who are not so fortunate and who need 
extra help to enable them to become a total member of our society. 
In this brief we hope to highlight some of the specific problems in 
Drumheller and to make some recommendations that we feel will assist in 
overcoming these problems. We feel that these recommendations would 


also be applicable to many other areas. 
Social and Economic Trends for the Next Two Decades 
ees tor ene Next’ two Decades 


During the 1960's there has been quite a bit of growth in the 
City of Drumheller, due mainly to the impact of the Federal Peniten- 
tiary in the area. There has been very little other growth in the Drunm- 


heller area and even though the Federal Government appears to favour the 




















Rote 1 
oo oa) ie pers b) a 
; Liat 
hes = 
ret Aah ads] ; 
PERMA : . 
be aN? 
: a ~~ Ne iv 
rf 
. pyee tee 
5 ty ¥ hay eS i ry 
f seaty © antes 
t pre (ease 2 > ' | 
>. oe ie ey ib: 
etter Doe 2 
Te eee ba eee De iG 
we TE wef °3 
wih iat pf AIT tAHD ' capes ew oe Peuaie = 
eS cea eee i a 
re ae mi pa ree age 
N fee ay 
r if Fy p ; r .3fht Baty 
sian, pn qgund: aH 
Fins *, 
; Re Aten old 
Peat . fa a enh aG 
ayers eno BA =i 
G.  Ches twee 
omni ace ae 3 | | 2 
iv ¥ ane 
oi so isa 
Peo et PAGES 
* 4 
a 


. aiobnsbn009 ‘eds oF besshpdve., oh. Liiw, pers pie rad® ‘bay ce gust ua 
PE Be oe a 


Sa ‘or a ak ‘gotvssubs 203 eruspiarsete? eta ne Hiawh Eaob a 


’ 


9f3 date tueIKS eda 8. o. fash Lire: te cedieids éhiaw Covad 
xe isi sxvaotq sehaasalm — 


sis ‘sate Monae mane, xikss unl, 
aah (e i 7 Rea 


odie noxe , bagel vis 


i Soares . agg Yo.i00 kabqoObds G2 wie’ 


prgrobo, 8 basugabad: wren? Sede tt ozosaie J 


. 
Faas So tnee 


-s5uba 2sd2 mo eae 


he eee apr. eS 


-oqe sved seid eBote 
gotisoros on2 ftog Ae 


ese 3! so3 aie BP ste ca adorn 


_ep9%5 oimonoss has fatooe sid ban 
i eae owe 


-viltas sd o3 bereblacmos ed sae “Sy aadLA ee Ieosq to corvetae 002i 
bsen ors bos qnenua7g? 2 GAP cone 2 enasimioted 9 oe “oiodd 
ao ri 

anemod pels ofdens oa vad 


ciakooe 3 uO bast Reerion Le typyade® 


ae 


ok acoldorg atitsoas. ede Lg, oIO®: roighidet d* BY acca ow iokad 
ak veleee Lite teed. oe Seng: | enqtighngameses Sitoe ‘ Silemt' 03. be 


Enyce 


ktuete conitalionnait sact jada fost oW .emeldozg seeda g 


ewse zoo yon 02: ohdnattagn Ml 


wo tn i me 
| peel 
a ale one wii fu 


ot ae 
P, 








decentralization of industry, based on past experience, it is doubt- 
ful if there will be a great deal of industrial growth in the Drum- 
heller area in the 1970's. This will mean that the economy of the 
area will continue to be mainly dependent upon farming and on the 
penitentiary. The social conditions in the area were studied recently 
by two separate groups (Underwood McLellan, 1966a, 1966b and Turner 
1967) and reference is made to these. The Drumheller Valley School 
Division covers the City of Drumheller and the Improvement District 

42 which surrounds the City stretching from Nacmine in the West to 
East Coulee in the East. 

A study of the housing conditions in Drumheller and the immed- 
diate fringe areas is reported in Table 1. 

A total of 67 percent of the housing in Drumheller and the 
immediate vicinity therefore falls into the poor, bad and very bad 
categories. This gives an indication of the type of housing lived in 
by many of the students attending schools with the School Division. 
Further indication of the problems faced by people in the Valley is 


contained in Table 2 which lists the poverty rates calculated in 1966. 
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TABLE I 


CONDITIONS OF RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS 


DRUMHELLER & FRINGE AREAS 


Number of Par Wa 


City of Drumheller 
East of 7 St. East 
(Old City Limits) 
West of 7 St. East 
(Old City Limits) 
Bankview-Twinhills 


North Drumheller 
Newcastle 
Midlandvale 
Nacmine 


GRAND TOTAL 





TABLE 2 
DRUMHELLER VALLEY POVERTY RATES WITHIN SCHOOL DIVISION 
1966 


Poverty Rate 


Drumheller (Old Section) 
Bankview-Twinhills 
Nacmine 


Midlandvale 

North Drumheller 

East Coulee 

Rosedale, Wayne and Newcastle 
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The figures in the previous tables indicate that there are social and 
economic problems within the Valley, however, these problems tend to 

be restricted to a certain portion of the area of the School Division 
and of the Valley. A note Should be made that since 1966 the City 
boundaries have been extended to include the North Drumheller, Bankview, 
Twinhills and Newcastle areas, however, very little has been done to 
date to change the situation that existed in 1966. For the past three 
years there has been a lot of discussion and work on an urban renewal 
scheme, however, to date no visible progress has been made in this regard 


and the problems that existed in 1966 continue to exist. 
TABLE 3 


SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND DROPOUTS IN DRUMHELLER 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL BY AREA 


(January 1968 to December 1969) 


Enrollment Dropouts 
No, vs 


Drumheller 


Former LID 42 
Other School Divisions 


TOTAL 
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TABLE 4 


SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND DROPOUTS IN DRUMHELLER 
COMPOSITE HIGH SCHOOL BY AREA 


(January 1968 to December 1969) 


Area . Enrollment Dropouts 
No. % No. A 
Drumheller 344 31.0 18 1356 
Former LID 42 358 BARS, Al Slat 
Other School Divisions 320 28.9 47 35.6 
Depts, Of Ind... Aff. 86 7.8 26 19.7 
TOTAL 1108 132 


Dropout Rates 


Drumheller 

LID 

Other School Divisions 
: Dept. or Ind. Aft. 


| Total Population ‘ 


Further evidence of the problems that exist within the Improvement 
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District 42 area are contained in Tables 3 and 4, which list the school 
enrollments and dropouts by area for both the Drumheller Junior High 
School and the Drumheller Composite High School. Figures contained in 
Tables 3 and 4 are comparable to the figures contained in the report by 
Turner (1967). 

It is worthwhile commenting on the figures in Tables 3 and 4. 
Drumheller Composite High School has a residence and students from sur- 


rounding School Divisions and Counties attend the High School. Many of 
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these students have previously experienced problems within their own 
school and it is only reasonable to expect that their dropout rate 
would be higher than students who are attending their home school. 
Approximately 40 students from the Department of Indian Affairs attend 
the school each year and problems in keeping these students in school 
arise, hence the high dropout rate for these students. 

The most significant figures as far as this Brief is concerned 
are those relating to the students from the L.1I.D. where the dropout 
rate is considerably higher than for those students who are attending 
the Junior and Senior High Schools but who live within the City of Drum- 
heller. These students need special assistance and help and efforts have 
been made at both the High and Junior High Schools to provide this by the 
provision of special programs to assist students who have previously had 
difficulty with their schooling. It is interesting to note that the figs- 
ures obtained for the Turner (1967) report showed a ratio of 1 to 1 at the 
Junior High level for students from the L.I.D. 42 to Drumheller residents, 
this being the same ratio that was obtained in the figures for 1968 and 
1969. However, at the High School the ratio has changed appreciably from 
2 to 3 for L.I.D. students against Drumheller students in 1966 to 1 to 1 
ratio in 1968 and 1969. This is an indication that more of the L.I.D. 
students are completing High School. 

A comment on the use of the term "dropout'’ might be appropriate 
at this time. It is our feeling that a number of the students whom we 
have classified as dropouts would be better classified as students who did 


not complete Grade 12. A number of these students went on to further 
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training such as' Aq . A 
8 as Nurses’ Aides, Apprenticeship, etc., that is not read- 


ily available at the High School level, and it is questionable as to 


whether they should actually be termed dropouts. 


Some further statistics to show the type of problems that are 


faced by educators in specific areas of the Province are contained in 


Tables 5 and 6. 


TABLE 5 


STANINE DISTRIBUTION OF ABILITY OF DRUMHELLER 


VALLEY GRADE 9 STUDENTS 1962-1969 


Stanine 


Actual Distribution 
of Ability 105. 144 185. 176 14s Chl elon 


Theoretical Distri- 
bution of Ability 38 66 115 16) 289° 16] 2237 Gor 35 


Chi Square 66.28 significant at .01% level 





The eight year study of the Ability of Grade 9 students from 
Drumheller Valley, Table 5, shows that the level of ability is defi- 
nitely well below the Provincial average. While a comparison of the 
ability of Drumheller students over an eight year period and students 
from schools of a similar size for a one year period (1963) is question- 


able, Table 6, it is suggested that the difference is so great that it 


may be considered significant. 
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TABLE 6 


GRADE NINE ABILITY STANDING OF DRUMHELLER 


AND SIX SCHOOL PROJECT SCHOOLS* 


iar caeaieeeneter meee ee er le Se eae 
Ability Standing Drumheller (1962-1969) Six School Project (1963) 
4 


0-4 Stanine 
5-7 Stanine 
8~9 Stanine 


Unknown Stanine 


* Figures for the Six School Project obtained from the Six School 
Project Retention Study January 4, 1968, Giles and Patterson. The 
figures are only available for 1963. The six schools involved were 
Camrose, Lacombe, Leduc, Ponoka, Stettler and Wetaskiwin. 





Summary 


We have tried to highlight some of the social and economic pro- 
blems in a specific area of the Province and have used some statistics 
to show that some students in the Valley are definitely handicapped. 

If they are to receive the education that will help them to overcome 

this handicap then the situation must be taken into consideration in the 
1970's, We are not suggesting that this is a problem peculiar to Drum- 
heller, however, there are areas in the Province that have similar pro- 


blems and we would not like the Commission to overlook the problems facing 


students such as these in Alberta. 


— 






































CHAPTER IT 


NEEDS OF INDIVIDUALS 


Pre-School Education 


While there are a number of excellent kindergarten and nursery 
schools presently operating in Drumheller, because there is a monthly 
charge connected with attendance at these kindergartens, the students 
who attend are a select group. These programs are usually attended by 
the students who are least in need of a pre-school experience. 

If the students from the outlying areas are to be helped with 
their schooling, there appears to be a definite need for some sort of 
pre-school experience. Due to budget limitations the School Board is 
not in a position to provide this experience at the present time. Some 
information has been obtained from the various pre-school programs that 
are being operated by Preventive Welfare Departments in other areas and 
it is hoped that eventually a similar program will be started for these 
students in Drumheller. A survey of the results of the Metropolitan 
Readiness Test that is administered in October to all Grade 1 students 
shows that the students who reside in the City of Drumheller are definitely 
more ready for school than the students who do not reside in the City of 
Drumheller. 

A selective pre-school experience is a necessity for this area, 
however, it is a difficult program to get started with our present resources. 


If this program is to be successful it is suggested that there must be some 


involvement of parents in the pre-school experience and that the program 
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sh d ‘ 
ould therefore be a community development effort rather than strictly 


another adjunct of the school, 


Elementary Schools 


Two recent surveys on elementary education in the Valley on 
reading (King, 1969) and mathematics, science, physical education, and 
music (Harding, Lencucha, and McKenna, 1969) show that the Drumheller 
elementary schools are struggling to offer an average program. 

The facilities for elementary education in the Valley are gen- 
erally considered to be poor while there is a lack of equipment and 
materials. In September, 1970, the small elementary schools in the out- 
lying areas will be closed and it is planned to operate two fair sized 
elementary schools in the City of Drumheller. Along with this central- 
ization it is planned to upgrade the East End Elementary School as a 
temporary measure. It is hoped by this centralization that individualized 
instruction will be more readily available and that all students will be 
exposed to a greater variety of activities. The present programs offered 
in the elementary schools are quite traditional and only preliminary work 
has been done to implement many of the new ideas that are prevelant in 
elementary education: today. 

To help those students who are especially handicapped some facil- 


ities are available in the Valley. A School for the Retarded is operated 


in Nacmine and two Opportunity classes are operated by the School Division. 
Reasonable service is provided by the Guidance Clinic of the Department 


of Mental Health to assist in the assessment of students who attend the 


School for the Retarded or the Opportunity rooms. Efforts are made at 
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the Opportu 
PP nity room to ensure that students are treated as individuals 


and stude i . 
nts in the Senior Opportunity room are given the opportunity 


So mestioipate in-shop.and homemaking classes once a week. The older 


students in the Opportunity room are also participating in a work ex- 


perience program that appears to be quite beneficial to them. 


Junior High School 


All 400 Junior High School students in the Valley attend one 
centralized Junior High School. A complete academic program is offered 
to all students and a reasonable selection of options are offered, 
including home economics and industrial arts. The fine art program has 
not developed as well as other areas mainly due to staffing difficulties. 

To assist those students who have had problems at the elementary 
level a modified Junior High program was started in September, 1969. 
While we have not been able to provide the extensive vocational experi- 
ences as offered in Edmonton and Calgary to similar students the aca- 
demic courses at the Junior High School have been modified in order that 
the students may proceed with a program in which they can experience 


success. In addition, we have had difficulty in finding specially 


trained teachers for this program. 


Senior High School 


All students in the Valley attend one centralized High School 


which offers a very extensive program considering the number of students, 


approximately 600, who are enrolled. Not only does the High School offer 
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a complete matri ; 
Pp e triculation, vocational, business, and general program, 


but : 
also offers a pre-employment Bioptimetmbedhose Students Ghana 


eam cifficulty with the regular Junior High program. Approxi- 


mately 40 students participate in this program which is designed on an 


individual basis for each Student. Each student takes certain remedial 


academic subjects as well as being given experiences in a variety of 
vocational or business courses in order to determine the areas where 
they have the best aptitude. The area of concern to the School Division 
is mainly in the development of the special programs. The development 
of these programs takes a sreat deal of time and effort and the number 
of people in the School Division who can spend time on these things is 
very limited. It takes a similar amount of time to develop a program 
for 20 or 40 students as it does to develop one for 200 or 400 students 
and in a small School Division the personnel are not readily available 
to develop these programs. In the past there has been very little help 
available from the Department of Education to assist the School Division 
with the development of these programs and the work has been primarily 


carried out by the ;rincipal, teachers and Director of Guidance. 


Guidance Services 


The School Division started to provide formal guidance services 
in September, 1967. These services now consist of a Director of Guid- 
ance for the School Division, (1800 students), a full time Counsellor 


at the High School (600 students), and a half time Counsellor at the 


Junior High School (400 students). These services were provided in an 


attempt to provide for the needs of the individual students in the School 
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Divisio it i ec, « 
n and it is the feeling of the School Division that these services 


have been of i i i 
assistance in meeting these needs. 


Adult Education 


At the present time some hobby and business courses are pro- 
vided in the evenings for adults who wish to participate in upgrading 
themselves. During the past few years three adult upgrading schemes 
have been sponsored by Canada Manpower, however, the course offerings 
in these programs have been restricted to academic courses. At the 
present time there is not a viable adult retraining scheme for the many 
low skilled adult workers in the area who require upgrading. The problem 
of adult retraining was dealt with in the report by Turner (1967), how- 
ever no followup has been made in this area. This lack of followup may 
be due to a number of factors, one of which may be due to the fact that 
a copy of the report by Turner was not provided to the School Division 
while another is that the School Division at the present time does not 
have anyore who can work on the development of this program. 

Many working people in the Valley have a lack of marketable 
skills and also show a strong desire to remain in the Valley (Turner, 
1967). The provision of an adult retraining program will not only 
assist these people to obtain jobs it may also be a prerequisite for the 
establishment of industry in the Valley. By upgrading the educational 
level of the adults it is also quite possible that the motivation to- 


wards school of the students in these families would be increased and 


the dropout problem lessened. 
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Upgrading of Teachers 


Q 2 
ne of the biggest problems facing rural and non-urban School 


Divisi i . P 
so aune 28 the upgrading of teachers to keep them abreast of the many 


changes that are presently going on in education and which no doubt will 


increase in the future. The larger City systems operate upgrading pro- 
grams that are beneficial to many of their teachers and they also have 
proximity to the universitics which provide an opportunity for their 
teachers to be kept abreast of the changing educational scene. 

It is not too feasible to have many of the rural teachers eoing 
to the City to participate in this upsrading and there appears to be a 
need for decentralization of this type of upgrading. The problem of 
who should be responsible for upgrading is one that has not been resolved 
and there appears to be some conflict between teachers, Boards and uni- 
versities as to where this responsibility lies. We would like to see 
that leadership is given in this matter. The Division feels that the 
Faculties of Education at the universities should be encouraged to pro- 
vide heavy support in the initiation and operation of these upgrading 
programs. Since many of the teachers in the rural areas of the province 
are quite unaware of the changes that have gone on and are going on in 
education at the present time perhaps the term that should be used 
rather that upgrading, is retraining. 

An effort is being made by the School Division in conjunction 
with The Alberta Teachers' Association to provide a one week course in 


individualizing instruction for elementary teachers this summer and it is 


hoped that this course will assist the teachers in dealing with all 
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: ee ee 
students as incividuals. If the course is successful, it is hoped 


Fhat further courses will be planned during the ensufing years and this 


will be a continual Process to assist teachers with new trends. It is 


felt that this sort of course should be offered in many of the rural 
areas in the province, and work should be done on the development of 
other similar courses for all teachers. 

This upgrading and retraining should be made mandatory for 
teachers, since quite often the teachers who are most in need of up- 
grading are the ones who do not avail themselves of the opportunities 
presented to them. In this time of rapid change the concept of giving 
permanent certificates should be reviewed, perhaps teaching certifi- 
cates should be issued for a specified period, e.g. 5 years, and would 
only be renewed if the teacher has shown that she has made an effort to 
keep abreast with the times. The mandatory aspect of upgrading would be 


facilitated if the school year was rearranged in such a way that time 


was available during the school year to offer these courses. 
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CHAPTER III 


CHANGING FACILITIFS AND PROGRAMS 


School Plant Facilities 
i aciitities 


The present High School and Junior High School facilities are 
quite adequate to meet the needs of the students in the foreseeable 
future. The elementary school facilities are not considered adequate. 
The School Division plans to centralize at the elementary level in Sep- 
tember, 1970, and the three small multigrade schools in the hamlets sur- 
rounding Drumheller will be closed. This will enable all students to be 
placed in a classroom containing students from one grade only. 

The two elementary schools that will be operating in Drumheller 
both are over 40 years old and structurally are not too functional for 
the many trends that are occurring in education today. The School Divi- 
sion forwarded a Brief in January, 1969, to the Provincial Department 
of Education outlining a statement of need for a new elementary school, 
however, this request was turned down mainly on the basis of overly 
optimistic enrollment figures. 

The East End Elementary School is especially inadequate in regard 
to its location and inadequate play area. However, we feel that the main 
inadequacy of the school lies in its structure which does not lend itself 
to change. If the children of disadvantaged families are to be given the 
opportunity to overcome their handicaps, the School Board feels that they 
should have the best and most up-to-date facilities. The present schools 


do not lend themselves to change and it is quite difficult to implement 
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many of the itd < 
Ma exciting new programs that have become available at the ele- 


mentary level. 


It is particularly difficult to implement programs of individ- 


ualizing ‘ . ; 
ing instruction in the traditional classrooms especially when the 


classrooms are over 40 years old. This type of classroom tends to per- 


petuate the traditional methods favoured by many teachers while new 
bright facilities will help to improve teacher acceptance of new pro- 


grams. It is also felt that new innovations in educational structures, 


@.2. ‘~ ‘ . 
8+ open area schools, encourare-teachers' to ecole feautereer aus 


Another factor that must not be overlooked is the assistance that bright 
new surroundings may have on student attitudes. <A recent report (Reid, 
Crowther and Partners Limited, 1969) points out the effect that a bright 
and cheerful school has on the student attitude towards the plant. 


It was observable that the atmosphere created within the 
school had a marked affect on the degree of maintenance exer- 
cised within the school as well as a considerable influence 
on the students’ attitude to the school plant. Where schools 
were created that were bright and cheerful with a homelike 
atmosphere, it was observed that the degree of maintenance 
appeared to be at a much higher level, and the students were 
considerably more respectful of their surroundings. (Reid, 
Crowther and Partners Limited, 1969, p. 9). 


It is the Board's opinion that education is the best method at 
the present time that disadvantaged children have of overcoming their 
handicap and facilities should be provided that will enable them to bene- 


fit optimally from their educational experience. While other schemes, 


such as housing, have been proposed to assist the disadvantaged to date 


very little progress has occurred in Drumheller with these other schemes. 


The Division is making efforts to improve the elementary education 


programs in the Valley, however, new facilities would catalyse the 
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development of these progvrams, 


Reorganization of School Districts 
0 Districts 


The area of the Drumheller Valley School Division is small 


compared to many other School Divisions in the Province. It is sur- 


rounded by four different School Divisions and has a number of schools 


within a short distance of the Division. 


All students from the Dalum District in Wheatland now attend 


Drumheller schools, as well as Junior and Senior High students from 


other Districts. 


TABLE 7 


DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS 


ATTENDING DRUMHELLER SCHOOLS 1969-1970 


Elementary Jr. High Sr. High Total 


Separate School District 
Three Hills School Division 
County of Wheatland 
Starland School Division 
Indian Students 

Adults 

Other School Districts 


TOTAL 





At the present time five multigrade elementary rooms (Churchill, 
Munson and Verdant Valley) are operated by other School Divisions less 
than 12 miles from Drumheller, while two High Schools (Carbon and Morrin) 


with less than 100 students each operate less than 20 miles from Drum- 
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The Board : 
d feels that there is a need for some reconsideration 


of school boundari 
aries and 
and the present concept of having school bound- 


aries cotermi ' ee 
tnous with municipal boundaries should be eliminated, 


High School Students from Other School Divisions 


The Drumheller Composite High School has been designed to pro- 
vide facilities for Students from (1) the Drumheller Valley School 
Division, (2) surrounding School Divisions who are unable to get a pro- 
gram suited to their needs in their own School Division, and (3) the 
Department of Indian Affairs. In 1963 the School Division provided, 
at its own expense, a 100 bed student residence to accommodate those 
students from other areas who wished to attend the High School. 

During the past three years an average of 40 students a year 
have not been able to attend the High School due to a lack of resi- 
dential facilities. The School Division has approached the Provincial 
Department of Education regarding the financing of additional resi- 
dential facilities, however to date no support has been received. If 
the school is to function effectively further residence facilities are 
a mecessity. It is inequitable to ask the ratepayers of the Drumheller 
Valley School Division to finance a residence that is not of real benefit 
to their children. 

The lack of residential facilities is affecting the enrollment 
of students in the vocational courses at the High School. A survey of 


the Grade 11 students at the Drumheller Composite High School reveals 


that students were registered in the following patterrs during the years 


1967-1970. 
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TABLE 8 


REGISTRATION PATTERNS 


DRUMHELLER COMPOSITE HIGH SCHOOL 1967-1970 









: MALE FEMALE 

: Non Now 
‘aa Matriculation Matriculation Matriculation Matriculation 
1967-1968 

1968-1969 

| 1969-1970 

| TOTAL 


The percentage of boys enrolled in a non-matriculation pattern 
during the past three years is 63, while 62% of the girls were enrolled 
in a non-matriculation pattern. 

Based on present Junior High School enrollment the number of 
future Grade 11 students from the Drumheller area will remain relatively 
constant. It is reasonable to assume that the percentage of students 
who would be in a non-matriculation program will remain relatively con- 
stant unless extra vocational students are obtained from outside School 
Districts. 

With our projected enrollment of 200 students in Grade 11, 
approximately 63 males (100 boys x 63%) will be available for regis- 


tration in non-matriculation courses. This is the maximum number we 


can expect to enroll in the Grade 11 vocational courses. At the present 
time we have room for 112 male students in the various vocational courses. 


If we are to obtain full classes of vocational students these 
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facilities must be made available for them. 


We have ‘seen giving some thought to the reorganizing of the 
Junior Senior High School setup and make Junior High School a two year 
program, while Senior High School would be a four year program fron 
Grades 9 through 12. This is a System that is used widely in many other 
areas in North America and we wonder whether the present Alberta 6-3-3 
system is the one that is best equipped to prepare students for the 
world of the 70's and 80's. We would like to suggest that the Com- 
mission look into this problem since many of the High School facilities 
in the province are often superior to the ones provided at the Junior 


High level and are not always fully utilized. 


Reorganization of the School Year 


A number of modifications to the school year have been suggested 
by various organizations and people, however at this stage it is diffi- 
cult for our Division to decide which is the best system. The advantages 
to be gained from these systems have been outlined previously and we 
concur that there are advantages to be gained from a reorganization. 

The Board's main concern is that there must be articulation be- 


tween the various educational institutions in order for the maximum 


benefits of reorganization to be achieved. The Commission should in- 


vestigate the ideas on school year reorganization and co-ordinate the 


changes at the various levels. The Board feels that when students leave 


ts 
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our 
System at the end of a semester or quarter they should be able to 


enter other educational institutions immediately rather than wait for 


six months. At the present time this is not possible. 


Implementation of New Programs in Rural and Disadvantaged Areas 


Perhaps the area of greatest concern to the School Division is 
the difficulty encountered in the implementation of new programs in the 
area. Due to the lack of personnel to assist in change implementation, 
areas often most in need of change are very difficult to initiate. For 
example, many of the changes recommended in the recent report on the 
small High School in Alberta (Downey, 1965) have not been implemented 
by the rural schools. It is suggested that one of the major reasons 
for this lack of implementation is the lack of personnel available to 
work on the change implementation on a full time basis. 

Small areas find it extremely difficult to free people to work 
on new programs and consequently the necessary changes often do not occur. 
Perhaps a good example of the type of problem encountered by a small 
School Division in coping with these new ideas is exemplified by the pro- 
blems we have counted in the preparation of this Brief to the Commission. 
The Brief has had to be prepared in conjunction with regular activities 
and most of the time spent on the Brief has been spent in an evening. 

We believe that Edmonton assigned one person full time to work on the 


Brief for their School District and unfortunately we are not in this sort 


of a position. 


If we are to have the necessary changes in education in the rural 


and disadvantaged areas personnel must be made available to assist in the 
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implementation of this change and also to assist in the development of 


programs. The type of person necessary for this will be somebody who 

perhaps does not have a specific connection with the local area and who 
can spend full time on the change aspects. This is the type of assign- 
ment that could very well last for one or two years since once the pro- 


gram or change is implemented it is felt that the people in the area who 


have had the necessary training, can then continue the program. 
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CHAPTER IV 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


Based on the material in the preceding chapters the School Board 
makes the following recommendations for consideration by the Commission: 
ite Special consideration should be given to those areas in the pro- 
vince that have special social and economic problems. This special con- 
sideration should be in addition to the assistance that is given to pro- 
vide a basic education. 

a; This special consideration should take the following forms: 
(a) Financial assistance should be provided for special programs. 
(b) Resource personnel should be made available on a continuing 
basis for consultation and development of special programs. 
(c) A more meaningful adult retraining and upgrading program should 
be instituted. 
(d) Assistance should be provided in the development and operation 

of pre-school programs. This assistance should take the form 

of financial aid and the provision of personnel for development 

of new programs. 

(e) The most up-to-date facilities for the education of children from 
disadvantaged areas should be provided. 
(f) The necessary support personnel and specialists should be provided 
for these schools. 
ce Upgrading of teachers should be localized and leadership in this 


: 2 b 
area should be provided on a provincial level. This upgrading should be 


s 7 £ 
mandatory. This upgrading may be a project for the regional offices o 
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the Alberta Teachers' Association and/or the Department of Education. 


4, A detailed survey of educational boundaries should be made and 
the necessary revisions made based on educational considerations rather 
than municipal boundaries. 

as Special grants should be made available for the provision of 
residence facilities at those High Schools which serve a large area. 

6. Research should be conducted into the most appropriate grade 
split for Junior and Senior High Schools, with particular reference to 
the needs of a district. 

ie An investigation should be conducted into the many suggested 


“revised school year" plans and the institution of any revisions should 


be co-ordinated among the various levels of educational institutions. 


* 













morseoubs to toomiweged sid To\Sas poks tooea\ ‘avs 

ar. i a © : 

no obam od Mivod: eobwshaued Iagotzaouba Bo co sua bolt 
Ti oe 

eee 
tender enotjexeblanos Ienchtaoubea ao beasd abow inur 


sot asbnwes we i 


a 
wel 


kvor; sts rol ofdalinva obam d bivoda edn 7g a 
sys ontal s sviee doldw efoode? AQEH esoda 4s estat 
shetp sisiveovqes Jeom ogy Gant bejouhans sd stuoite’ a 5) 


sonoaxotes teluoktiang d3tw ,slocrio® dekh tosaee has * oa a 


> al 


iolxetb 8 to of 


= i) 
bias | x 


betesr au2 ynsin afd onan) heasgoubnds od bilyode sokisgiseo mk sl 


bw ; msye fe tvs dys 7 > aoriogl tent 12 bret amntg “a85% . “ ~ : 


4 
es 
t 
ab 
ts 
& 
‘ 
> 
c 
Y 
on 


avyotusy ed? gmromp bate 


PO a Ek we 


26 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Giles, T.E., & Petterson, R. Six School Project Retention Study. 
Unpublished paper. Lacombe, 1968. 


Harding, L.E., Lencucha, W.S., & McKenna, K.E. Report on the Survey 
of Elementary Schools, Drumheller Valley School Division No. 62. 
Drumheller, December, 1969. 


King, Ethel M. Report on Reading Survey in Drumheller Valley School 
Division No. 62. Calgary, May, 1969. 





Reid, Crowther and Partners Ltd. Preliminary Report on Research 
Project on School Construction. Unpublished paper, Department 
of Education, Alberta, November, 1969. 


Turner, D.H. Community Opportunity Assessment, The Drumheller Valley, 
Edmonton: H.R.R.D., Government of Alberta, March, 1967. 





Underwood, McLellan & Associates, Ltd. The General Plan for the City 


ee 


of Drumheller. Calgary, February, 1966. 


Underwood, McLellan & Associates, Ltd. An Urban Renewal Study for the 
City of Drumheller and Local Improvement District No. 42. Calgary, 
December, 1966. 

















me oe ‘- 
vbes? nokanosst “sont berers4 pork = arse a 


yeviEwe anz no ItOys OF ye | \ haleaaie a ech 


zs a ace paservi soit £2 Salo! gal tal 3 vig 










foxseeel no Jtogsl ahaa 


tnait 9 teqeU sneaee CoraRi dame: iaokiouxz8ino): 
Serge owe. ; : Cott a) 


yolisv 384 Lsrtiny aut r 


BHP Se oe 
ay oie 


; esegted 


meee 





~_— - 





















Fre : a\) 
Lo { ) Pe 
4 7 
4 7 
\* 
a 
, 
’ 
. 
\ 
? 
£.. 
\ 
7 
; 4 “a 
of 
: [ 
? 1 ber Mo? Js 
CaS Ky, re 
y ae + y Are - 
2° 4 TO, Po a RS 
, “i ’ 4’ > oe 1 » 
MIS. 
; 
; 
j - ‘ 
s , Pe 
ee n 
i oat 
; Ae p’ * ‘ 
‘* tet f 
‘ ] i 
7 ' ¥ tale s 
* J : BA os & 
a ay AS ie VA: 
> - ‘ 4 y : ae WET et 
7 ..* , , 7 A a | Ae 
BRT ARS AN \ ue 
TEAR Py RNG TENS CL 
1s PS ; oi) 78 hee », 
- \ ig LA 79 «A &F 
‘ 4 





